
 “...with all of us banded 
together art will remain an 
important element of our 

kid’s lives.”

Creative Corner’s annual 
star-studded Silent Auction 

Soiree is an opportunity for the 
community to make a statement; 
art will not disappear in our youth. 

Held at the Western Heritage 
Museum, the glamorous event 
raised over 
$15,000 and an 
immeasurable 
amount of 
awareness for the 
nonprofit. 

As guests sipped local wine and 
sampled fresh cheeses, they viewed 
and silently bid on the inspiring 
artwork that was created by the 
children of Creative Corner. The 
most expensive piece sold was 
titled, “Peace is Prayer,” and showed 
a family gathered in a circle for 
prayer. The artwork, created by a 7 
year old, was sold for nearly $1,000.  

As the artwork continued to fly 
off the walls, Executive Director 
Chelsea Mai became overcome with 

joy at the response she received 
from attendees. 

“This has always been a cause 
that was close to my heart,” Mai 
explained, “but watching the 
community share in my sentiment 
was overwhelming. I know that 

with all of us banded 
together art will remain 
an important element 
of our kid’s lives.” 

With the money 
raised from this event, 

Creative Corner will not only be 
able to buy art supplies for over a 
year but will also add one full time 
employee to their staff. 

“There’s no telling where the end 
is for us,” Mai speculated. “With 
support like this, we can expand 
and grow until every child has a 
paint brush in their hands.”  

Annual Silent Auction Raises Money and Awareness
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I have always had a pet peeve 
with anyone who felt they were 
not creative, simply because it is 
not true! That is why I began this 
organization, so that children 
could learn the joy and feeling of 
accomplishment that comes from 
being creative. Everyone has a 
perspective and that is what I want 

to teach these kids. 

Today, the organization has grown to reach children 
from almost every state, and we are still growing. 
Volunteers have allowed us to remain a nonprofit, and 
the passion they have inspires so many children. 

Each day I walk through our organization and see 
first hand the impact we have made. The tangible 
things such as smiles on faces and artwork created 
are outdone only by the intangible; the pride felt after 
creating something special and the safety a child finds 
from being in our studio instead of on the streets after 
school. 

The support from so many of you is the reason we are 
able to help this new generation flourish within the 
arts. To those people I say a heartfelt, thank you. I look 
forward to seeing what else we can accomplish! 

-Chelsea Mai

Letter From the Director

Thanks to the dedication of hundreds of volunteers, Creative Corner is able to teach and inspire thousands of 
children. We are always looking for passionate people to help engage children in the incredible world of art, 
as well as be role models for kids who otherwise would have no positive influence to look up to. If you believe 
you have the positive attitude, appreciation for art and passion for kids that is needed to be a Creative Corner 
volunteer, we encourage you to attend a volunteer training session and get involved with this good cause. The 
training sessions are free and are held regularly. Visit us today!

Become a Part of the Creative Corner Family

Paint splattered freely as the artist effortlessly swam 
through the air, dabbing his brush in a multitude of 

colors before returning back to his canvas. 

Ten years ago an art studio was probably the last place 
that Kevin Smith, 22, expected to be. Now, it is not 
only where his passion lives but also is the place that 
most likely saved him from a life of 
delinquency.

Creative Corner’s mission is to open 
the minds of school aged children to 
the fascinating and dynamic world of 
the arts through mentoring and hands-on art projects. 
For one little boy especially, it achieved its goal and 
more. 

Smith was hanging out with the wrong crowds and had 
created a reputation for himself at his middle school in 
Detroit, Mich., as a tough guy, bully or even a harasser.

His single mother, Darcy Smith, was desperate for a 
solution.  

“I was out of options and knew if I didn’t find this 
boy some help soon he was going to head down a 
dark path,” Darcy recalled. “I don’t have family or any 
positive male influences around for Kevin so when 
I heard about the free art program after school at 
Creative Corner, I viewed it as my last chance to save 
my son from a life of crime and violence.” 

Much to the 12-year-old’s dismay, Smith began 
attending the Creative Corner’s open art nights after 
school every day during the week. 

In direct contrast to the middle school playground 
where he ruled the school, the art program left Kevin 
feeling like an outsider. It was the first time he didn’t 

have the upper hand, until one day a 
young boy invited Kevin to paint beside 
him. 

“I guess I had enough of being alone and 
when that kid invited me to join the rest 

of the group it felt good.” Kevin said. “To this day, I 
know that one act of kindness was the catalyst to get-
ting my life together.” 

Feeling included and accepted, Kevin began to enjoy 
painting with his new friends. Soon, even though 
he didn’t need the supervision or guidance, Kevin 
attended the program out of his own free-will and love 
for creating art. 

(Continued on Page 4)

Art Program Creates an Artist out of a Delinquent

“...that one act of kindness 
was the catalyst to getting 

my life together.” 
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(Continued from Page 3)

“I used to think art was for sissies and that you couldn’t 
be tough and express yourself in that way,” Smith 
explained. “Now I understand that it takes a special 
kind of strength and toughness to expose yourself to 
people like that. After art came into my life, almost 
everything changed for me.”

Smith explained that his perspective on life has flip-
flopped. Where resentful thoughts once resided are 
now accepting, curious ones. Kevin formed such a 

strong bond with the volunteers and kids at Creative 
Corner that he began coming back after he graduated 
high school and is now a full-time volunteer. 

“I volunteer because I was once that lost little boy who 
thought he was bigger than the world,” Kevin said. “I 
had a kind soul who flipped my world upside down in 
the best way and that has given me the determination 
to do the same for another.” 

Art Project of the Month

Create a blow art master piece using only paint, 
water and a straw. Combine equal parts water and 
paint and have your child dip their straw in the 
paint while holding their finger over one end of 
the straw to trap some of the color. Move the straw 
over a canvas and release. Wah-lah! You have an 
instant abstract art piece. 
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