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Art Program Creates an Artist out of a Delinquent 

Paint splattered freely as the artist effortlessly swam through the air, dabbing his 

brush in a multitude of colors before returning back to his canvas.  

Ten years ago an art studio was probably the last place that Kevin Smith, 22, 

expected to be. Now, it is not only where his passion lives but also is the place that most 

likely saved him from a life of delinquency. 

Creative Corner’s mission is to open the minds of school aged children to the 

fascinating and dynamic world of the arts through mentoring and hands-on art projects. 

For one little boy especially, they achieved their goal and more.  

Kevin Smith was hanging out with the wrong crowds and had created a reputation 

for himself at his middle school in Detroit, Mich., as a tough guy, bully or even a 

harasser. His single mother, Darcy Smith, was desperate for a solution.   

“I was out of options and knew if I didn’t find this boy some help soon he was 

going to head down a dark path,” Darcy recalled. “I don’t have family or any positive 

male influences around for Kevin so when I heard about the free art program after school 

at Creative Corner, I viewed it as my last chance save my son from a life of crime and 

violence.”  

Much to the 10-year-old’s dismay, Smith began attending the organization’s open 

art nights after school every day during the week.  

In direct contrast to the middle school playground where he ruled the school, the 

art program left Kevin feeling like an outsider. It was the first time he didn’t have the 

upper hand, until one day a young boy invited Kevin to paint beside him.  



“I guess I had enough of being alone and when that kid invited me to join the rest 

of the group it felt good.” Kevin said. “To this day I know that one act of kindness was 

the catalyst to getting my life together.”  

Feeling included and accepted Kevin began to enjoy painting with his new 

friends. Soon, even though he didn’t need the supervision or guidance, Kevin attended 

the program out of his own free-will and love for creating art.  

“I used to think art was for sissies and that you couldn’t be tough and express 

yourself in that way,” Smith explained. “Now I understand that it takes a special kind of 

strength and toughness to expose yourself to people like that. After art came into my life 

almost everything changed for me.” 

Smith explained that his perspective has flip-flopped. Where resentful thoughts 

once resided are now accepting, curious ones. Kevin formed such a strong bond with the 

volunteers and kids at Creative Corner that he began coming back after he graduated high 

school and is now a full time volunteer.  

“I volunteer because I was once that lost little boy who thought he was bigger 

than the world,” Kevin said. “I had a kind soul who flipped my world upside down in the 

best way and that has given me the determination to do the same for another.”  

 


